
295 1,403 

102,928 

 -

 20,000

 40,000

 60,000

 80,000

 100,000

 120,000

Influenza Virus
medicines (1971-

2020)

Influenza Virus
medicines (2021)

Covid medicines

Annual Adverse Events for Covid 
medicines and Influenza Virus 

medicines

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 3,300 adverse reactions have been reported for Covid medicines.  These have been grouped into categories found 
on the reverse side. 

  

 
“Death” was the adverse reaction reported for 4 cases on 22/4/21. 

- These reports were altered between 5/11/21 and 19/11/21 (over 6 months after report date). 

- 3 changed to “Adverse event following immunisation” and 1 changed to "Intestinal obstruction" 

The Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) receives adverse event reports associated with medicines and medical devices.    
The Database of Adverse Event Notifications (DAEN) - contains information from reports of adverse events that the TGA has received in relation to 
medicine. 
The Early Warning System includes current and historical information on safety concerns for medicines and medical devices (also known as 
therapeutic products) that the TGA has identified through its therapeutic product vigilance program. 
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In 2021 Deaths were reported  

73 times more for Covid medicines 

than Influenza Virus medicines.  

In 2021 Adverse reactions were reported 

73 times more for Covid medicines  

than Influenza Virus medicines. 

  

All 10 deaths attributed to 

Influenza virus medicines also 

received a Covid medicine 

16% of adverse 

reaction reports did 

not have the Age 

specified 

3% of adverse 

reaction reports did 

not have the Gender 

specified 



 

Consciousness/ Neurological 

45,174 (44.4%) 

 

Eyes = 4,106 (4.0%) 

Ears = 1,981 (1.9%) 

Mouth = 2,998 (2.9%) 

Face = 1,014 (1.0%) 

Nose = 2,197 (2.1%) 

Reaction 

21,220 (20.6%) 

 

Clots/ Bruising/ Blood 

6,064 (5.9%) 

Central Nervous System 

2,339 (2.3%) 

Muscles/ Skeleton 

18,399 (17.9%) 

 

Respiratory Tract 

14,913 (14.5%) 

 

Thoracic/ Cardiac Pulmonary 

19,145 (18.6%) 

 
Gastrointestinal Disorders 

25,444 (24.7%) 

 

Urinary Tract Disorders = 834 (0.8%) 
 

Reproductive = 2,646 (2.6%) 

Organs/ Glands = 1,728 (1.7%) 

Extremities 

5,686 (5.5%) 

Skin 

11,543 (11.2%) 

 

Unresponsive = 91 (0.1%) 
 

Temperature 

25,477 (24.8%) 

 
Autoimmune Symptoms 

6,640 (6.5%) 

Homeostatis - Blood = 3,866 (3.8%) 

Pain/ Swelling 

13,590 (13.2%) 

 

Infection = 1,871 (1.8%) 

TGA Adverse Events Reports for Covid Medicines:  2021 

1/1/21-31/12/21: List of reports analysis n = 102,928 

Common Response  

34,234 (33.3%) 

 


